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The topic of media coverage of nuclear power plant operations is extremely important and
relevant, especially in times of war, when nuclear safety becomes a matter of national security.
In his educational manual «Crisis journalism: how to write about nuclear power plantsy,
associate professor Viktor Mazanyi offers practical recommendations for training journalists to
work with this complex topic: from reliable sources of information to genre requirements and
editorial policy principles. The publication serves as an effective tool for developing the trade
competencies of future media professionals capable of informing the public effectively about
threats and events in the field of nuclear energy.

Keywords: journalistic competencies, nuclear power plant safety, criteria for media
coverage of emergencies at nuclear power plants, sources of information about NPPs, news and
informational triggers related to NPPs.

Problem statement. The issue of covering the operation of nuclear power plants in
the media during wartime is both critical and urgent, as it concerns not only the country’s
energy security but also the nuclear threat to millions of people. With the onset of the large-
scale russian invasion, a real danger emerged regarding the capture or damage of strategic
facilities such as the Chernobyl and Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plants. Public concern was
growing, yet the media often failed to provide a full and comprehensive picture of events.
Reports were limited to official statements from Energoatom, which, while accurate, were
often superficial and failed to meet the informational needs of the public during crisis
situations. Under such circumstances, there arose a pressing need for a professional guide
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to help journalists deeply, accurately, and accessibly cover such sensitive topics. The
purpose of this research is to analyze the approaches proposed by V. S. Mazanyi in his
textbook «Crisis journalism: how to write about nuclear power plants» and determine how
his recommendations can serve as a practical tool for training media professionals to handle
crisis reporting in the nuclear energy sector.

Review of recent research and publications. Although the topic of emergency
reporting at nuclear power plants is not new, modern ukrainian journalism lacks
comprehensive textbooks that address both theoretical and practical aspects of working
under the threat of nuclear hazards. While some studies examine public information
dissemination during ecological disasters or industrial accidents, Mazanyi’s book stands
out for its systematic approach to media coverage of NPPs in both peacetime and wartime.
His work also highlights the importance of journalist competency as carriers of specialized
knowledge in the energy sector — a topic that has largely been overlooked in journalism
education.

Methodological framework. To analyze the content and significance of Viktor
Mazanyi’s book, the study applied critical text analysis, content analysis of examples from
the textbook (news articles, commentary, interviews) and a comparative method to compare
the author’s recommendations with real challenges faced by Ukrainian journalists covering
NPP-related events during wartime. Additionally, expert evaluation of the methodological
value of the author’s advice was conducted in terms of its alignment with professional
journalistic standards.

Presentation of the main material. As Russian forces advanced into historically
Ukrainian territories during the war, public anxiety about the safety of nuclear power plants
—particularly Chernobyl and Zaporizhzhia — grew. Sparse newspaper reports and brief radio
updates were insufficient to alleviate fears, especially given the public’s awareness of the
occupying force’s brutality. Since all media updates regarding NPPs came solely from the
state-run Energoatom, which governs all Ukrainian nuclear power plants, communication
was limited to statements written in official business style largely using standardized
phrases. As V. Mazanyi argues in his book, the journalistic community, unsure how to
approach such extreme events, relied entirely on Energoatom’s official releases. Though
accurate, these messages lacked depth and prompted numerous questions.

Thus arose critical questions: how should journalists and their audiences be prepared
for such situations? Where can they find trustworthy sources to clarify key aspects of the
topic? What radiation indicators should be discussed with specialists, and which angles
should be emphasized to communicate the dangers facing NPP personnel and nearby
populations? These and similar issues form the core of Mazanyi’s textbook.

The book is divided into three thematic sections, each interlinked and mutually
reinforcing. The first addresses the development of specialized journalistic competencies
for covering NPP safety, beginning logically with news triggers and stories related to NPPs,
which the author identifies as indicators of informational security. It also covers the legal
framework supporting citizens’ right to information on radiation safety and the accuracy
and reliability of media reports about emergencies.

The second section is dedicated to news writing methodology focused on the
30-kilometer observation zone around NPPs. Mazanyi discusses data collection related to
environmental monitoring in this zone, how to use informational triggers effectively, and
the importance of adhering to journalistic standards and genre requirements.
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The third section — «Coverage of NPP Safety Topics in News, Commentary, and
Interviews» — presents real examples of the author’s own publications in the Ukrinform
news agency and print media.

The author of the book provides compelling facts and examples that demonstrate his
high level of expertise in the subject matter he explores. For instance, summarizing news
reports on the operations of nuclear power plants, he rightly notes that the media often
publish information about incidents at NPPs — such as a power unit blackout — alongside
statements that there is a «threat to radiation safety». It is also mentioned that diesel
generators were urgently activated, which restored the power supply to the unit. In other
words, the pumps responsible for cooling the reactor resumed operation, and the situation
was stabilized.

V. Mazanyi then reasonably asks: «Can an average reader truly understand what is
happening? Perhaps it’s not necessary to explain the presence of a diesel generator at the
plant, but when it comes to the reactor’s active zone, what mechanism or system is actually
being discussed? That’s not clear to everyone».

Another example is an official statement from the IAEA, published on the agency’s
website, which, in connection with a blackout at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant
(ZNPP), included a warning about a potential «nuclear accident»: «The latest loss of
external power is yet another reminder of the fragile nuclear safety and security situation
at the plant, which can be affected by events far from the site itself. The IAEA continues to
do everything it can to help prevent a nuclear accident».

In response to this statement, V. Mazanyi reasonably asks: «Shouldn’t the media
outlets that publish such quotes fulfill one of the basic standards of journalism — conveying
information in a clear and understandable way?».

He then develops this thought further, asking: «What has actually happened, or what
might happen next?». He predicts that readers living within a 5-30 km radius of the NPP
will immediately begin searching for information on social media, on official government
websites, or by calling acquaintances who work at the plant. However, most people will still
find themselves alone with the same troubling question: who or what is really under threat,
and how can one protect oneself from possible consequences?

Mazanyi advises journalists on how to act in such a situation. First and foremost, he
argues, they should clarify whether the events caused an increase in gas-aerosol emissions
from the reactors, the presence of inert radioactive gases, long-lived radionuclides, or
iodine — substances that pose a grave danger to all living things if their levels exceed
permissible limits.

Readers will undoubtedly be interested in understanding definitions of terms like
«abnormal situation», «incident», «serious accident» and «major accident» at a nuclear
power plant; who among the plant’s specialists should be considered the primary source for
journalists during crises; and where to find independent data on radioactive contamination
of soil, air and water bodies.

These and many other specific questions are addressed in the educational manual by
the Honored Journalist of Ukraine Viktor Mazanyi.

The texts included in the manual demonstrate the universality of the approach
to covering events at nuclear power plants under any circumstances. In fact, this work
emerged as a generalized response to the challenges brought on by the war, when nuclear
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reactors came under direct threat from russian forces — any damage or reckless handling of
which could have led to a second Chornobyl or another «Fukushima-1».

It is also an answer to the question of how to find accurate information about threats
that may arise in the event of a breach in the physical protection of a nuclear power plant.

The true value of the manual lies in showing which sources should be used to obtain
verified data during a critical situation at an NPP. These issues concern both nuclear and
radiation safety — such as the danger of uncontrolled radioactive releases or contamination
from aerosol substances — which could first harm the plant’s operational staff and then the
population living within a 30-kilometer radius. In essence, the manual demonstrates the
vast exclusive opportunities available to a journalist who purposefully builds contacts with
the relevant NPP specialists.

Associate professor V. S. Mazanyi’s textbook serves as an effective tool for training
future journalists who will competently report on nuclear energy issues in both ukrainian
and international media. This very goal was declared by the experienced practitioner in the
work of the only such center in Ukraine — the scientific and practical laboratory «Nuclear
journalismy, established and led by Mazanyi at the faculty of journalism of the international
economic and humanitarian university named after academician Stepan Demianchuk.

This textbook provides students with a model for how to apply information genres in
media coverage of nuclear power plants. It also includes references — so to speak — to where
interesting and relevant topics can be found, with texts demonstrating a broad thematic
range. At the same time, the materials emphasize that a journalist should possess not just
surface-level knowledge but concrete technical understanding of NPP technologies. This
allows them, firstly, to be well-prepared and a competent interlocutor when interviewing
specialists or gathering information, and secondly, to avoid serious mistakes in their
published work.

Therefore, the textbook features news articles, commentaries and interviews on
various aspects of nuclear power plant operations. These show that the author is well-
versed in the subject matter, including the environmental components of reactor operations,
international cooperation, innovations, modernization of nuclear and radiation safety
systems, IAEA projects and the work of the World Association of Nuclear Operators.

One especially important aspect is adherence to the requirements of journalistic
genres. In the theoretical section, the author illustrates principles of editorial policy — based
on his publications in the Ukrinform news agency — related to writing news stories. These
include headline creation, structural composition, identification of sources, and appropriate
citation.

The manual also outlines a methodology for writing news stories based on press
releases from NPP information centers. In addition, it explores the craft of writing
commentaries and interviews on current environmental, industrial, and economic topics
within the nuclear energy sector.

Results and research prospects. Mazanyi’s textbook not only addresses the needs
of crisis-time journalism but also opens up new research directions in communication
security, nuclear journalism, and emergency information management. Its content is well-
suited for University level journalism curricula, workshops, and interdisciplinary courses.
An expanded edition that considers future challenges related to climate change, energy
reforms, and geopolitical instability could be of even greater value. The textbook already



Kpynicbkud 1., Bitimosuy T.
ISSN 2078-7324. BicHuk JlbBiBCbKOro yHiBepcuteTy. Cepisa XKypHanictuka. 2025. Bunyck 57 279

serves as a practical tool in training young journalists and is likely to remain relevant for
years to come.

Conclusions. In times of war, when strategic nuclear energy infrastructure is at risk,
professional and responsible media coverage becomes critical. Associate Professor Viktor
Mazanyi’s textbook «Crisis journalism: how to write about nuclear power plants» functions
not only as an academic resource but also as a practical guide for journalists working in the
field of crisis communication and nuclear safety.

The analysis confirms that the book’s structure, content, and methodological approach
respond effectively to the modern demands of the media sector. The author emphasizes
the importance of clear public communication, accurate terminology, reliable sources, and
journalistic professionalism in covering nuclear issues.

The textbook deserves integration into journalism education programs and editorial
practices, especially during crises. It offers practical value at a time when standard media
procedures often fall short, and when the public urgently needs clear, accurate, and timely
information. Thus, Mazanyi’s work contributes meaningfully to shaping a responsible
media environment in Ukraine and enhancing the role of journalism in nuclear safety
awareness.
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Cepen GaraThox TeM 3aciy’KeHOMY KypHaiicTy Ykpainu Bikroposi Ma3anomy ocoOuu-
BO OJM3bKa TeMa aTOMHOI eHepreTuku kpainu. llle sik sKypHaJlicT-IpakTHK y 6aratboxX CBOIX
myOuiKamisix — KOpeCIOHACHIISX, IHTEPB’10, HOBUHHUX ITOB1IOMJIEHHSIX, HAPUCAX Ta 3apUCOB-
Kax, 0a HaBiTh Y KHHUTaX, BiH yCeOIYHO BUCBITIIOBAB JisIbHICTh PiBHEHCHKOT Ta XMEIbHUIIb-
KOT aTOMHHUX €JIEKTPOCTaHIii. 30KkpeMa, CXBaJIbHHUI BIATYK cepell YUTadiB MaJd HOro KHUTH
«...IMuTh y BiuHicTh npopoctae», «PiBnencrka AEC: nonsy, «Crnanax sigpay, « Kopinb BOrHio»,
«Xwmenpuunpka AEC: rapmoHist i3 noBKiUIsIMY, « EHepreTnuHuil BeneT XMEIbHUYYHHI» Ta
IHIII.

VY kHusi «Kpuzosa xypuanictuka: sk nucatu npo AEC» B. Mazauuii nae npakTuyHi
MOpaJin 1010 BAKOPUCTAHHS MEPEA0BCIM IHPOPMAIIHHUX JKaHPIB MiJ] Yac HAMCAHHS TEKCTIB
JUIsL MeZlia TIpo cTaH panianiiiHoi 6e3nexkn AEC, posrisiiae 0CHOBH ypHaJIICTChKOT MancTep-
HOCTI y BiJJOOpakeHHI BIUIMBY aTOMHUX €JICSKTPOCTAHIINH Ha TOBKUIIS 1 310pOB’sSI HACEICHHS
IIpU HOPMaJIbHIN eKCIlTyaTalii Ta y KpU30BHX CUTYallisX.

ABTOp KHHTH IIO1a€ MaTepiall, ONMPAIOYUCh Ha HU3KY 3aKOHOJIAaBUYMX aKTiB YKpaiHM Ta
IHO3EMHUX JIepXKaB, 1 B TaKUil CIIOCIO JIEMOHCTPYE METOIAMKY JOTPUMAHHS Ky pPHaTICTCHKOI
€TUKH Ta CBITOBHX JKyPHAIICTCBKUX CTaHAAPTIB.

Kpamomy 3acBO€HHIO Marepially KHUTH CHIPHUSIIOTh MPUKJIAAH 3 YUCICHHHUX KYPHAIICT-
ChKMX MarepiaiiB B. Ma3aHoro, ony0I1ikoBaHMX yKpaiHCHKOIO Ta aHTJIIHCHKOIO MOBaMH i I10-
JJAaHMX Yy TEOPETHYHIN Ta XpecToMaTiifHii yacTnHax BunaHHs. Bonu, cynpoBomxysani QR-kxo-
JlaMH Ta 1HTEpHET-TIOKJIMKAHHSIMH, JOMOMOXYTh YMTA4YEBl MOBHINIE 3pO3YMITH CYyTHICTh THX
YU TUX MOJOKEHb KHUTH.

HaBuanbauii nocionuk B. Masanoro «Kpusosa >xypHainictuka: sik nucatu npo AEC»
MIPU3HAYEHUH JUUIsl CTY/JICHTIB, BUKJIAJa4iB IHCTUTYTIB, (hDaKyJIbTETIB, BiAliJIeHb, Kadenp xKyp-
HaJIICTUKH, TIPAL[iBHUKIB IIPECH, pajio i TeneOaueHHsl, Ipeccilyk0, OJiHaK BiH Oy/ie KOPUCHUM
JUTst 010JI0T1B, €KOJIOTIB, YCiX, XTO [IKaBUTHCS MpodieMaMu (QyHKIIOHYBaHHS aTOMHUX €JIeK-
TpocTaHIIiil Ta 6e3neKor0 IXHFOr0 (PYHKIIIOHYBaHHSI.

Kunrouosi crosa: haxoBi KOMIIETEHTHOCTI Ky pHaiicra, Oesrneka aisuibHocti AEC, kpute-
pii moBiloMJIeHb Y Mezia 1po Haja3BuyaiiHi nonii Ha AEC, mxepena orpumaHHs iHpopmMarii
npo AEC, indopmaniiini npusoau ta Hopunu npo AEC.



